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Joy!  Joy to the World... 

As defined in the dictionary, joy is “the emotion of great delight or 
happiness caused by something exceptionally good or satisfying”. Joy is 
infectious; joy can be felt deep in the soul or shared freely with others.

Joy comes in many forms. We can feel joy from simply another person’s 
presence. One some days, we effortlessly feel elated. Other days, we 
search for a source of joy.

When was the last time you felt absolute delight?

As we approach the festive season and the end of the 2020 school year, 
I encourage you to share joy with a friend, be a source of joy for a family 
member or to bask in the joy of a pet.

Psalm 95:1-2 tells us “Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise 
to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let 
us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!”

Submitted by Carly Lethborg  

Upcoming Events
WEEK 8 
WED 2 DECEMBER
• Year 4 Day Camp - Belair
• Reception Christmas Concert
• Year 6 Graduation Disco

FRI 4 DECEMBER
• School Reports sent home

WEEK 9 
MON 7 DECEMBER
• Magazine Distribution
• Move up Morning

TUE 8 DECEMBER
• Class Parties and Year 6 Celebration

WED 9 DECEMBER
• Student Final Day
• End of Year Service

WEEK 1, TERM 1 2021

THU 28 JANUARY
• Term 1 commences for Yr1-6
• Reception School Visit

FRI 29 JANUARY
• Reception School Visit

WEEK 2

MON 1 FEBRUARY
• Reception School Visit

TUE 2 FEBRUARY
• Reception School Visit

WED 3 FEBRUARY
• Reception First Day



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 3 Arnold  

From the Principal
END OF YEAR STUDENT WORK
As we near the end of the year, we begin to prepare 
for 2021. The final week will be a busy one, with 
final touches on student work, as well as packing up 
classrooms ready for the Christmas break. As with most 
years at St Paul, there will be classroom and teacher 
changes, and many items to be moved and stored. 
You may notice that students are bringing home some 
completed books and other items so that they don’t 
have incredibly heavy bags in the final days of school. 
When your child brings home their work, I encourage 
you to spend some time with them exploring their 
work and asking questions about how they created it. 
If the items are too large to keep forever, a photograph 
can be a great way to create a memory of it. Your 
acknowledgement and discussion of your child’s 
learning is an invaluable part of their journey as a 
learner.

INFORMATION FOR 2021

Class allocations and teaching staff will be announced 
on Friday 4 December. To further support the transition 
process for 2021, students will have the opportunity for 
a ‘Move up Morning’ on Monday 7 December. This will 
be an opportunity for students to spend the morning 
with their new teacher and peers. Please note that the 
Senior students and students not returning to St Paul in 
2021 will be supervised during this time.
Medical and contact information for 2021 will be 
sent home in the final week of school. I encourage 
you to complete this promptly to be on top of your 
preparations for the new year.

 
Leila Mattner| Principal
 

Students celebrating birthdays 
this week 

PJ Munchenberg  
Kelly Huynh 
James McAdam 
Lachlan Phung 
Armaanjot Khaira

From the Deputy Principal
ASSEMBLY 
This week, we celebrate our Presentation Assembly. 
School Captains for 2021 will be announced and 
presented, the Magazine cover will be revealed and 
other student groups such as SRC, Choir and Chapel 
Band will also be recognised.

This event will be recorded and made available to 
parents on SeeSaw. 

REPORTS AND CLASS LISTS

Reports and 2021 Class lists will be made available 
via the School app/Portal this Friday. If you have any 
questions regarding your child’s report, please contact 
their class teacher next week.

To put reports into perspective, here is a quote from 
Loris Malaguzzi, founding father of the Reggio Emilia 
philosophy. It reminds us that a grade at the end of 
the year can sometimes cloud our judgement of the 
journey. These students have worked incredibly hard 
this year and to be fair to them, neither a grade, nor 
a report does their ‘struggle to fill their bucket’ any 
justice. 



“The child wants to be observed in action. She wants 
the adult to see the process of her work, rather than the 
product. The adult asks the child to take a bucket of water 
from one place to the other. It’s not important to the 
child that the adult only sees him arrive with the bucket 
of water at the end. What is important to the child is that 
the adult sees the child while the child is working, while the 
child is putting out the effort to accomplish the task — the 
processes are important, how much the child is putting 
into the effort, how heroic the child is doing this work. 
What children want is to be observed while engaged, they 
do not want the focus of the observation to be on the final 
product. When we as adults are able to see the children in 
the process, it’s as if we are opening a window and getting 
a fresh view of things.”

YEAR 6 EVENTS
Many events that celebrate the graduation of Year 6 
students have been modified this year. Nonetheless, we 
have managed to maintain a sense of celebration for 
these students. Tonight, there is a special Graduation 
Disco including the chance of a family portrait. Next 
week, there is a unique onsite Celebration Day, and our 
End of Year Service will take place for Year 6 families 
only, on the courts.

A huge amount of planning and replanning has taken 
place for these events to go ahead. Special thanks 
to the Year 6 parents who planned for a Graduation 
Dinner that never took place and to the amazing Year 
6 teachers, Bec and Jess, who advocated, planned and 
gave up a massive amount of personal time, for these 
new events for Year 6 students.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

 

From the Wellbeing Leader
STATIONERY 2021
Please note that this year there will not be individual 
stationery/booklists sent home for 2021. The teachers 
will order bulk stationery for the class which will be 
used next year.

END OF YEAR INFORMATION
Please note that students are more than welcome 
to exchange Christmas cards with their peers but 
unfortunately no candy canes or treats are unable to be 
brought in. Classroom teachers will communicate with 
families via Seesaw information about next week’s class 
parties.

RECEPTION CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The filming of our 2021 Reception Christmas Concert 
is underway. A huge thanks to our teachers, support 
staff and parents for your support and encouragement. 
A special mention to Mrs Marlise Janetzki for her 
enthusiasm, dedication and coordination of this event. 
The concert footage will be shared with all families very 
soon. 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader



General News
SPORT 2021 INFORMATION
An eform calling for expressions of interest for the 2021 
After School Sport Program will be sent via email this 
afternoon. 2021 year levels able to nominate for after 
school sport are Years 2-6

Sports available to register interest for: 

•  Semester 1 Basketball (Term 1 and 2) - Played at St 
Clair
•  Semester 1 Netball (Term 1 and 2) - Played at St Clair
•  Term 1 Cricket (Only Term 1) - TBC

More information and a formal nomination form will be 
sent out early Term 1, 2021.

Karly Bartlett|Physical Education Specialist Teacher 
and Sports Coordinator

From Our Community Chaplain
BUILDING RESILIENCE IN CHILDREN (PT. 4 - FINAL)
How can we build resilience in our children?  

Building relationships with others, building 
independence, learning to work out feelings and 
express and manage emotions – they are the areas we 
have looked at over the last few Inspires.  This week, 
and our last week of this article is about:

Building Confidence by Taking on Personal 
Challenges

This is all about providing your child with opportunities 
to build their confidence and learn how to deal with 
obstacles, success and failure when they undertake 
personal challenges. What a great week for this part 
of the topic, as I have been spending time with our 
Year 3, 4 and 5 children on camp with Beyond Limits at 
Nunyara!

The article states, it is important to remember the 
following:
• One idea that is very relevant to building 
children’s confidence by taking personal challenges 
is ‘healthy risks’. Healthy risks are age and 
developmentally appropriate risks such as walking to 
the shops with a sibling or alone. Healthy risks are not 
only about the risk of getting physically hurt, but also 
about the risk of losing, failing or making a mistake.

•   As a parent, you need to define what you consider to 
be a ‘healthy risk’ for your child, depending on their age, 
maturity and your own comfort level. It may be useful 
to ask yourself what risks you have let your child take in 
the past. What was the outcome? Would you encourage 
your child to take that risk again? It may be helpful to 
discuss ‘healthy risk-taking’ with other parents.

Here are some great examples of how you might do 
this:

1.   Teach your child to ‘have a go’ 
2.   Allow your child to experience everyday adversity
3.   Encourage your child to do free play
4.   Encourage your child to build independence
5.   Talk to your child about self-talk
6.   Help your child deal with difficult situations
7.   Explore the benefits of community based 
organisations

There is more detail on each example on the Beyond 
Blue website and the article based on The Children’s 
Resilience Research Project. 

If you would like extra support at this time, please 
contact Louise Venning, Community Chaplain, email  
lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au     

https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/healthy-homes/building-resilience/create-opportunities-for-personal-challenge
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/healthy-homes/building-resilience/create-opportunities-for-personal-challenge
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/who-does-it-affect/children/building-resilience-in-children-aged-0-12
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/who-does-it-affect/children/building-resilience-in-children-aged-0-12
mailto:lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au    


St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
SERVICES AT ST PAUL
Traditional Service 8.30am and Family Contemporary at 10am. All Welcome.

LCA COVID UPDATES 
For updates on the current situation with COVID please keep abreast of 
any updates and changes from the Lutheran Church on our Facebook 
Page. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH FINAL NIGHT
Our Final Night Celebration is on Friday 4 December.  It will not be our 
previously planned excursion, but it will be a night of our favourite SPY 
Games at the Hall - Supper provided. We are sad we are not going 
swimming, but we still want to have a night of fun and games to end the 
year. Hope to see you there. For more details or to RSVP contact Nicole 
0412 686 342.

LCC APPEAL
Now more than ever, our community needs support.  For the month of 
December, Lutheran Community Care are seeking donations of coffee, jam, 
pasta sauce and pillows. If you are able to, items can be directly taken to 
LCC at 309 Prospect Rd Blair Athol. Phone 8269 9300.  Please pray for the 
people who deliver the services and those who benefit from them. 

LUTHERAN COMMUNITY CARE CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 2020
If you would like to support the LCC and their Christmas Hampers for 
individuals and families in need at Christmas, the LCC Wish List includes 
items such as tinned food, pasta and rice, long life milks and juices and 
a number of other items as listed on their website  As parents are not 
coming into the school corridors  currently, it may be nice to encourage 
your children to bring the items in. Thank you for your support. 

SPIN CAMP
How exciting! Spin Camp is looking at running in 2021 and face to face 
provided we keep up with all the Covid rules. Registrations are open now. 
For young people in Year 4-6 from 12-15 January at Camp Kedron in 
Barmera. Early bird cost $180. Places are limited. For more details and to 
register visit https://www.blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/ 

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. MARK 13:33

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
Lord God, thank you for giving us hope for the 

heart and food for the plate. For Jesus our Saviour 
we watch and we wait. Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulba
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulba
https://www.lccare.org.au/how-you-can-help/fill-our-pantry/christmas-hampers/
https://www.blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/ 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lions Christmas Cakes 
and Puddings 

 
1.5kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$17.00 
1 kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$13.00 
Traditional Christmas Pudding  

 

$13.00 
 

Available from the office…(Eftpos Only) 
 


